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Everett “Red” Hodges balieves he hos,
at last, found the master criminal. And
[it's not & person.

It's a gray-white material, a powdery,

_metallic element. It is — in a word — man-

-ganese.

© To Hodges, a Southern California oil-

man turned passionate scientific advo-
cate, it's also a silvery, silky, dusty ver-
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gion of evil. He's made that argument ~
unsuccessfully — to criminal justice offi-
cials right up to U.S. Attorney General
Janet Reno.

But he's aleo, slowly, begun to gather
up some scientific muecle behind him, a
chain of studies linking manganese in-
take to violent behavior. He hopes to one

day persuade officials that reducing vio-
lence may be as simple as requiring crimi-
nals to take their vitamin-mineral supple-
ments.

And he is, himself, a study in the frus-
tratione that drive people to pursue any
course, any scientific byway, to help re-

- solve the country’s rising tide of violence.

His self-appointed mission also is an ex-
ample of how hard it ie to gain recognition
of ideas thut maost of the scientific world
congider questionable.

Hodges became a crusader almost a de-
cade ago when one of his sons was
mugged and viciously beaten.

“My son was damn near murdered,” he
said. “T know that the mental suffering
and anguish that families g0 through.
And you can't put a price on it."

Still, Hi estimates that he's spent
81 million his own money to underwrite
his Violencs Research Foundation.

“I think 1 have the answer,” he said.

Too much manganese, ho belicves, has

Manganese an evil player in criminal urges, experts sav

(hap?uwmdn;‘dltheh:l'ndn%
control system. Manganesa is a basi¢'
mntmphnhandunhs.mdhinmnl-
tiple vitamins.

manganese ‘Yate.
Deal with nutrients, deal with expppure
to poesible toxins such as and
you may help bring criminal lor-in
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