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Oil man’s

theory on

_criminals

gets notice

CRUSADE: He says
diet can reform delin-
quents, and now he
has high-up support.

By DANIEL M. WEINTRAUB
The Orange County Register

SAN CLEMENTE — Red
Hodges is a rough-hewn oil man
who's drilled enough wells in his
time to know that you can't give
up when things don’t go the way
vou hoped

Now this tireless 66-year-old
Orange County
resident thinks
he is poised to
strike intellec
tual pay dirt in
a most unlikely
crusade

Hodges
wants nothing
less than to
transform the
state's criminal justice system.
Drawing on research he has
culled from around the world, he
believes that some pegple are
driven to violence by moaod-alter-
ing chemical imbalances that
may begin in infanty. These ma-
levolent forces, Hodges- thinks,

HODGES

can be detected with inéxpensive

tests and reversed by simple nu-
tritional therapy -

Spurred by a desire to savera
troubled son, for 15 years Hodges
has been trying to persuade state
and federal policymakers to pay
attention

This might be his vear

Robert Presley, recently ap-
pointed by Gov. Gray Davis to
run the state’s massive prison
system, is an old Hodges ally who
thinks the self-describedgadfly’s
“theories-.deserve a more thor

-~

Please see THEORY Page 14

THEORY: Oil man believes
diet can reform delinquents

sponsor a study that could vali-
date or debunk what Hodges has

been sa X

“I'm X:}um Hodges said.
“1 believe we've got some very
significant support. | think we
are going to the criminal
justice system of California.”

For all his grand hopes, Hodg-
es is hardly arrogant. He refers
to himself jokingly as “an air-
head” or a scientist’
and readily admits that some
people think he's a kook. He is a
former homebuilder who got
wealthy pulling oil from Kern
County fields and, as a desperate

swer.
That son is 28 now and doing

OK, ha worked through most
dh-&ummﬂuﬂdd

and cr
gists. But Hodges is still at it.
The theories he are

taken
— that others have been

many cases can stop and possi-
bly reverse the damage that's
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is on the right track. Presley has
served on the board of 4

ity

That research looked at 402 in-
mates in two CYA camps,
who were di into groups
and given vitamin supplements
or for 15 weeks. The
boys given 100 percent of the U S.
recommended allowance of

“It’s nét just
h

0CUS-POCUS.
We're not going
to have
something done
overnight. But it's
something that
deserves
attention and
more testing.”

come of it s0 we can prove or
disprove this thing one way or
another,” Presley said. ‘I think
we can prove it's beneficial in
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